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Week 1 Summary

1. Production for MY 2008/09 winter wheat and barley is forecasted to be lower than
the previous year, particularly in the northern rainfed governorates due to poor
precipitation during the planting and establishment of winter grains.

2. In comparison to the previous year, cumulative precipitation for MY 2008/09 remains well
below normal since the start of the winter grains season (Figure 1).

3. MODIS NDVI (Crop Abundance/Vigor) for March5
th

– 20th showed a significant departure
from the 9Year average. The northern rainfed governorates showed the most decrease in
crop abundance with concentrated areas of increase and decrease throughout the central
and southern irrigated governorates (Figure 2). Additional data sources such as SPOT
VEGNDVI sourced from the FAO Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS)
further supports these findings (Figure 3).

4. Crop abundance maps derived from Quickbird high resolution imagery for
AOI #14 (At Ta’min) and AOI #16 (Salahad Din) showed significant increases
between January/Februaryand March/April, thus indicating that the crop is progressing in this
region (Figures4 &5). These sample areas are predominantly
irrigated and contribute to a large proportion of total crop production
within these governorates. The remainder of cropland in At Ta’min remains
sparse (Figure 6).

* Provincial cropland area statistics will be updated before the May pre-lockup report (Tables 1& 2).
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(Tables 1&2)

Data Sources: Satellite remotely sensed imagery, COSIT time series data

* Not Official USDA data
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Figure1:AFWA percent of normal cumulative precipitation: comparison between MY2007/08 and MY 2008/09
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Figure2. Departure of MODIS 250-meter NDVI from the 9-Year average (March 5
th

to March 20
th

Composite).
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Figure 3: Data sourced from FAO Global Information and Early Warning System.
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Figure 4: Crop abundance comparison from January 20
th

, 2008 to April 1
st

, 2008 (AOI #16 Salah ad Din).
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Figure 5: Crop abundance comparison fromFebruary 12
th

, 2008 to March 29
th

, 2008 (AOI #14 At Ta’min).



FAS – Office of Global Analysis (OGA)
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

International Operational Agriculture Monitoring Program

www.fas.usda.gov For Information Call 8
216-525-0600
202-720-1071

Figure 6: Overview Map of crop abundance in the central governorates of At Ta’min and Salah ad Din.
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